14   SELECTIONS FROM FEQUDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
The archbishop's temper was rising. " I will do whatever
may be reasonable," he said ; " but I tell you plainly the king
shall have no oaths from me, nor from any one of my clergy.
There has been too much perjury already. I have absolved
many, with God's help, who had perjured themselves.1 I 5
will absolve the rest when He permits."
"I understand you to say that you will not obey," said
Fitzurse; and went on in the same tone : " The king com-
mands yon to absolve the bishops whom you have excom-
municated without his permission (absque licentid sud}" 10
"The pope sentenced the bishops/' the archbishop said.
" If you are not pleased, you must go to him. The affair is
none of mine."
Fitzurse said it had been done at his instigation, which he
did not deny ; but he proceeded to reassert that the king had 15
given him permission. He had complained at the time of the
peace of the injury which he had suffered in the coronation,
and the king had told him that he might obtain from the pope
any satisfaction for which he liked to ask.
I! this was all the consent which the king had given, the 20
pretence of his authority was inexcusable. "Ay, ay!" said
Fitzurse; " will you make the king out to be a traitor, then ?
The king gave you leave to excommunicate the bishops when
they were acting by his own order! It is more than we can
bear to listen to such monstrous accusations."                       25
John of Salisbury tried to check the archbishop's imprudent
tongue, and whispered to him to speak to the knights in
private; but when the passion was on him, no mule was
more ungovernable than Becket. Drawing to a conclusion,
Fitzurse said to him: " Since you refuse to do any one of those 30
things which "the king requires of you, his final commands are
that you and your clergy shall forthwith depart out of this
1 He was alluding to the bishops who had sworn to the Constitutions
of Clarendon.